
Swim Meets at the High Woodlands Pool and Park during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
The consequences to our swimmers and our season are too great to ignore what risk remains of the 
Covid pandemic.  Many adults and older kids have now been vaccinated, but about half of our roster is 
still too young for the vaccines.  Though our pool is outdoors, there are still opportunities for people to 
be close enough and for long enough to pose a risk.  Accordingly, we will use the following plan for swim 
meets held at the High Woodlands Pool to minimize the risk to the team, the spectators, and to the 
whole swim season. 
 
Prior to leaving home: 
Please do your own Covid screening before you leave.  If you have symptoms or have been in close 
contact with anyone known or suspected to be infected, please stay home.  If you do come, bring a 
mask with you.  We will have extra masks available at the pool, but we don't expect to have enough for 
everyone.  Note that there is enough room at the park for all the swimmers and their accompanying 
family members, but spectator options during swims will be limited, so this is probably not the year to 
turn swim meets into large gatherings of family and friends. 
 
Arrival at the Pool/Park: 
Try to arrive at the HW Park early enough for you and your swimmer to check in with the Clerk of 
Course.  Upon completion of a verbal Covid screening, each swimmer will have their Swimmingly 
swimmer number marked in a visible location on their shoulder with a Sharpie, and each spectator will 
be given an adhesive colored "badge" to indicate they have been screened.  There will be no camping on 
the pool deck, but there is plenty of room to set up popup tents, lawn chairs, etc. in the park.  We have 
an up-to-date sound system, and there should not be a problem hearing the announcements from the 
park.   
 
Masks: 
Volunteers expected to be in working closely with swimmers for extended periods of time will be 
expected to be masked, irrespective of vaccination status.  This includes the Clerk of Course and their 
helpers, timers, and deck marshals.  Officials will be masked if they are not fully vaccinated, and the 
starter/referee will be using an electronic whistle.  All spectators will be expected to be masked, 
irrespective of vaccination status, from the time they approach the congested area near the gate, until 
they exit the pool deck and reach a point where they can adequately distance.  Swimmers should be 
masked when staging, but may remove their masks once they approach the blocks, and in time to be 
ready for their event.   
For kids swimming events with 25 yard legs, we ask that their accompanying spectator take charge of 
their mask, towel, and other items, and meet them when they get out of the pool.  Plastic containers 
and sandwich-style plastic bags will be available to stow masks near the blocks for those swimming 
events with 50 or 100 yard legs. 
 
Traffic Flow: 
Entry into the pool deck for swimmers will be from the gate to the park, after staging just outside the 
fence line by the clerk of course.   
- For individual events, two heats of swimmers will be on the pool deck at any time - one heat in 
progress, and one behind the blocks.  One spectator, who has been screened for Covid and 
appropriately badged, may accompany each swimmer onto the deck, and will enter from the same 
gate.   



- For relay events, only one heat will be on deck at any time.  For swimmers 10 or younger, one adult 
spectator may accompany each swimmer onto the deck.  Older relay teams are expected to do an 
adequate job of cheering on their own relay teammates. 
Upon completion of each heat, swimmers and spectators will exit the pool deck around the back near 
the Concession end, and then around the pool house to return to the park 
Deck Marshals in high-visibility vests will be on deck to enforce masking, encourage spectators not to 
loiter, and so safely to make room for the next heat. 
 

 
 
Concessions: 
We expect to have our Dolphin Café operating in something close to our normal manner.  However, the 
line for concessions will form outside the fence line of the pool deck near the tennis court, and then will 
exit around the back side of the pool house. 
 
Finally:   
We fully expect to that spectators who can’t make it inside the pool deck will want to watch events from 
outside the fence, but please do not congregate along the fence line behind the blocks where the next 
heat will be staging.  Also, absolutely no photography is allowed from the end of the pool behind the 
blocks.  We apologize for the minimal spectating opportunities, but please note that we will also we 
pushing the meet results to the SwimminglyFan app, available for your cell phone, in close to real time 
as the events are swum, so that everyone can keep track of the action. 
 


